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CHAPTER 3
USE AND OCCUPANCY CLASSIFICATION

SECTION 301
GENERAL

30] 1 Scopt.. The provisions of this chapter shall control the
cation of all buildings and s as 10 use and occu-

pancy.

SECTION 302
CLASSIFICATION

302.1 General. Structures or portions of structures shall be
classified with respect o occupancy in one or more of the
gruups listed below. A room or space that is intended to be

dat times for purp shall comply
with all of the qui that are applicable to each of the
purposes for which the room or space will be occupied. Struc-
tures with multiple occupancies or uses shall comply with Sec-
tion 508, Where a structure is proposed for a purpose that is not
specifically provided for in this code, such structure shall be
classified in the group that the occupancy most nearly resem-
bles, according to the fire safety and relative hazard involved
. Assembly (see Section 303): Groups A-1, A-2, A-3,

A-4 and A-5

Business (see Section 304): Group B
. Educational (see Section 305): Group E

Factory and Industrial (see Section 306): Groups F-1
and F-2

5. High Hazard (see Section 307): Groups H-1, H-2, H-3,
H-4 and H-5

. Institutional (see Section 308): Groups 1-1,1-2. 1-3 and
14

. Mercantile (see Section 309): Group M

Residential (see Section 310): Groups R-1, R-2, R-3
and R4

. Storage (see Section 311): Groups S-1 and S-2
Utility and Miscellancous (see Section 312): Group U

B owow

o>

° =

~

USE AND OCCUPANCY CLASSIFICATION

SECTION 303
ASSEMBLY GROUP A

303.1 Assembly Group A. Assembly Group A occupancy
includes, among others, the use of a building or structure, or a
portion thereof, for the gathering of persons for purposes such
as civie, social or religious functions; recreation, food or drink

v or - v

Exceptions:
1. A building or tenant space used for assembly pur-
poses with an occupant load of less than S0 persons
shall be classified as a Group B occupancy.

2. A room or space used for assembly purposes with an
occupant load of less than 50 persons and accessory
to another occupancy shall be classified as a Group B
occupancy or as part of that occupancy.

w

A room or space used for assembly purposes that i1s
less than 69.5 m’ in area and accessory to another
occupancy shall be classified as a Group B occupancy
or as part of that occupancy.

'S

Assembly arcas that are accessory to Group E occu-
pancies are not considered separate occupancies
except when applying the assembly occupancy
requirements of Chapter 11

5. Accessory religious educational rooms and religious
auditoriums with occupant loads of less than 100 are
not Jered separate occuy

Assembly occupancies shall include the following

A-1 Assembly uses, usually with fixed seating, intended for
the production and viewing of the performing arts or
motion pictures including, but not limited to:

Motion picture theaters

Symphony and concert halls

Television and radio studios admi an aud:
Theaters

A-2 Assembly uses intended for food and/or drink con-
sumption including, but not limited to:

Banquet halls
Night clubs
Restaurants
Tavemns and bars

A3 A bly uses ded for hip or
and other bly uses not classified else-
where in Group A including, but not limited to:

Amusement arcades

Art galleries

Bowling alleys

Community halls

Courtrooms

Dance halls (not including food or drink consump-
ton)

Exhibition halls

Funcral parlors

Gymnasiums (without spectator scating)

Indoor swimming pools (without spectator seating)

Indoor tennis courts (without spectator seating)

Lecture halls

Librarics

Museums

Places of religious worship

Pool and billiard parlors

Waiting arcas in transportation terminals

A-4 Assembly uses intended for viewing of indoor sporting
events and activities with spectator seating including,
but not limited to:

Arenas

Skating rinks
Swimming pools
Tennis courts

A-5 Assembly uses intended for participation in or viewing

outdoor activities including, but not limited to:
Amusement park structures
Bleachers
Grandstands
Stadiums

portion thereof, by six or more persons at any one time for
cducational purposes through the 12th grade. Religious educa-
tional rooms and religious auditoriums, which are accessory to
places of religious worship in accordance with Section 303.1
and have occupant loads of less than 100, shall be classified as
Group A-3 occupancies.

305.2 Day care. The use of a building or structure, or portion
thereof, for educational, supervision or personal care services
for more than five children older than 2'/, years of age, shall be
classified as a Group E occupancy.

SECTION 304
BUSINESS GROUP B

304.1 Busi Group B. Busi Group B occupancy
includes, among others, the use of a building or structure, or a
portion thereof, for office, professional or service-type transac-
tions, including storage of records and accounts. Business
occupancies shall include, but not be limited to, the following:

Airport traffic control towers

Ambulatory health care facilities

Animal hospitals, kennels and pounds

Banks

Barber and beauty shops

Car wash

Civic administration

Clinic—outpatient

Dry cleaning and laundnes: pick-up and delivery stations
and self-service

Educational occupancies for students above the 12th grade

Electronic data processing

Laboratories: testing and research

Motor vehicle showrooms

Post offices

Print shops

Profi | services (architects, s, dentists, physi-

clans, engineers, etc.)
Radio and television stations
Telephone exchanges
Training and skill development not within a school or aca-
demic program
304.1.1 Definitions. The following words and terms shall,
for the purposes of this section and as used elsewhere in this
code. have the meanings shown herein.
CLINIC, OUTPATIENT. Buildings or portions thereof
used Lo provide medical care on less than a 24-hour basis o
individuals who are not rendered incapable of self-preserva-
tion by the services provided.

SECTION 306
FACTORY GROUP F

306.1 Factory Industrial Group F. Factory Industnal Group
F occupancy includes, among others, the use of a building or
structure, or a portion thereof, for assembling, disassembling,
fabricating, finishing, manufacturing, packaging, repair or pro-
cessing operations that are not classified as a Group H hazard-
ous or Group S storage occupancy.

306.2 Factory Industrial F-1 Mod: hazard O

Factory industnal uses which are not clmqﬁcd as I-aclory
Industrial F-2 Low Hazard shall be classified as F-1 Moderate
Hazard and shall include, but not be limited to, the following:

Aircraft (manufacturing, not to include repair)
Apphances

Athletic equipment

Automobiles and other motor vehicles
Bakenes

Beverages: over 16-percent alcohol content
Bicycles

Boats

Brooms or brushes

Business machines

Cameras and photo equipment

Canvas or similar fabric

Carpets and rugs (includes cleaning)
Clothing

Construction and agricultural machinery
Disinfectants

Dry cleaning and dycing

Electric generation plants

Electronics

Engines (including rebuilding)

Food processing

Furniture

Hemp products

Jute products

Laundries

Leather products

SECTION 305
EDUCATIONAL GROUP E
305.1 Educational Group E. Educational Group E occupancy

includes, among others, the use of a building or structure, or a

Millwork (sash and door)

Motion pictures and television filming (without spectators)
Musical instruments

Optical goods

Paper mills or products

Photographic film

2013 ABU DHABI INTERNATIONAL BUILDING CODE

2013 ABU DHABI INTERNATIONAL BUILDING CODE
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Exceptions:

1. A single step with a maximum riser height of 180 mm
is permitted for buildings with occupancies in Groups
F.H,R-2, R-3, S and U at exterior doors not required
10 be accessible by Chapter 11.

2. A starr with a single riser or with two risers and a tread
1s permitted at locations nol required (o be accessible
by Chapter 11, provided that the risers and treads
comply with Section 1009 4, the minimum depth of
the tread is 330 mm and at least one handrail comply-
ing with Section 1012 is provided within 760 mm of
the centerline of the normal path of egress travel on
the stair.

3. Astep is permitted in aisles serving scating that has a
difference n elevation less than 305 mm at locations
not required to be accessible by Chapter 11, provided
that the risers and treads comply with Section 1028.11
and the aisle 1s provided with a handrail complying
with Section 1028.13.

Throughout a story in a Group I-2 occupancy. any change in
elevation in portions of the exit access that serve
nonambulatory persons shall be by means of a ramp or sloped
walkway.

1003.6 Means of egress continuity. The path of egress travel
along ameans of egress shall not be interrupted by any building
clement other than a means of egress component as specified in
this chapter. Obstructions shall not be placed in the required
width of a means oj egress except projections permitted by this

h . The y of a means of egress system
shall not be diminished along the path of egress travel.

1003.7 Elevators, escalators and moving walks. Elevators,
escalators and moving walks shall not be used as a component of
a required means of egress from any other part of the building.

Exception: Elevators used as an accessible means of egress
in accordance with Section 1007 4.

SECTION 1004
OCCUPANT LOAD

1004.1 Design occupant load. In determining means of egress
requirements, the number of occupants for whom means of
egress facihtics shall be provided shall be determined in accor-
dance with this section. Where pants from y arcas
egress through a pnmary space, the calculated occupant load
for the primary space shall include the total occupant Ioad of
the primary space plus the ber of occuy 2 g
through it from the accessory area.

1004.1.1 Areas without fixed seating. The number of
occupants shall be computed at the rate of one occupant per
unit of arca as prescribed in Table 1004.1. 1. For arcas with-
out fixed seating, the occupant load shall not be less than
!hal number determined by dividing the floor area under
ideration by the p per unit of area factor
msugned 1o the occupancy as set forth in Table 1004.1.1,
Where an intended use is not listed in Table 1004.1.1, the

building official shall establish a use based on a listed use
that most ncarly resembles the intended use.

Exception: Where approved by the building official. the
actual number of occupants for whom each occupied
space, floor or building is designed. although less than
those determined by calculation, shall be permitted 10 be
used n the determination of the design occupant load.

1004.2 Increased occupanl load. Thc mn;wml load permitted
in any build: f, 1s permitted to be increased
from that numbe: estal)llshed for the occupancies in Table
1004.1.1, provided that all other requirements of the code are
also met based on such modified number and the occupant load
does not exceed one occupant per 0.65 m* of occupiable floor
space. Where required by the building official, an approved
aisle, ing or fixed equip diagram sub ating any
mmuseinoccupamlmdshallbe submitted. Where required by
the building official, such diagram shall be posted.

1004.3 Posting of occupant load. Every room or space that is
an assembly occupancy shall have the eccupant load of the
room or space posted in a conspicuous place, near the main exit
or exit access doorway from the room or space. Posted signs
shall be of an app d legible per design and shall be
maintained by the owner or authorized agent.

1004.4 Exiting from multiple levels. Where exits serve more
than one floor, only the occupant luad of each ﬂoor con\mh,rcd
individually shall be used in puting the d y
of the exits at that floor, provided that the exit capacuy shall not
decrease in the direction of cgress travel.

1004.5 Egress convergence. Where means of egress from
floors above and below converge at an intermediate level, the
capacity of the means of egress from the point of convergence
shall not be less than the sum of the two floors.

1004.6 Mezzanine levels. The occupant load of a mezzanine
level with egress onto a room or area below shall be added 1o
thatroom or area’s occupant load, and the capacity of the exits

shall be designed for the total occupant load thus established

1004.7 Fixed seating. For arcas having fixed scats and aisles,
the occupant load shall be d ined by the ber of fixed
seats installed therein. The occupant load for areas in which
fixed seating is not installed, such as waiting spaces and wheel-
chair spaces, shall be determined in accordance with Section
1004.1.1 and added to the number of fixed scats

For areas having fixed seating without dividing arms, the
occupant load shall not be less than the number of seats based
on one person for each 455 mm of scating length,

The occupant load of scating booths shall be based on one
person for each 610 mm of booth seat length measured at the
backrest of the seating booth.

1004.8 Outdoor areas. Yards, patios, courts and similar out-
door areas accessible 10 and usable by (he building occupants
shall be provided with means of egress as required by this chap-
ter. The occupant load of such outdoor areas shall be assigned
by the building official in accordance with the anticipated use.
Where outdoor areas are to be used by persons in addition to the
occupants of the building. and the path of egress travel from the
outdoor arcas passes through the building, means of egress

ABLE 1004.1.1
MAXIMUM FLOOR AREA ALLOWANCES PER OCCUPANT
FLOOR AREA (square
FUNCTION OF SPACE Mmeters per person) |

Accessory storage areas, mechanical
equipment room 28 gross
Agncultural building 28 gross
Aurcraft hangars 46.5 gross
Airport terminal

Baggage chum 1 .85 gross

Baggage handling 28 gross

Concourse 9.3 gross

Waiting arcas 1.4 gross
Assembly

Ganmung floors (keno, slots, ete.) 1 gross
Assembly with fixed seats See Section 10047
Assembly without fixed seats

Concentrated (chairs only—not fixed) 0.65 net

Standing spice 0.465 net

Unconcentrated (tables and chairs) 1.4 net
Bowling centers, allow § persons for each
lanc including 4.550 m of y, and for
additonal areas 0.65 net
Business arcas 9.3 pross
Courtrooms—other than fixed seating arcas 3 7 net
Day care 3.25 pet
Dormitorics 4.65 gross
Educational

Classroom area 1.85 net

Shops and other vocational room areas 4.65 net
Excrcise rooms 4.65 gross
H-5 Fabrication and manufactunng areas 185 gross
Industrial arcas 9.3 gross
e

Inpatient treatment areas 225 gross

Outpatient areas 9.3 gross

Sleeping arcas 11 gross
Kitchens. commercial 18.5 gross
Library

Reading rooms 4.65 net

Stack area 9.3 gross
Locker rooms 465 gross
Mercantile

Arcas on other floors 555 gross

Basement and grade floor arcas 2.8 gross

Storage. stock. shipping areas 28 gross
Parking garages 185 gross
Residential 185 gross
Skating ninks, swimming pools

Rink and pool 465 gross

Decks 1.40 gross
Stages and platforms 1.4 net
Warchouses 46.5 gross
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FR 3.8 LANE ROPES FR 2.14 FINA LANE MARKINGS
5 —— WIDTH OF LANE MARKINGS, END, LINES, TARGETS A ] 0.25m£005m
: —] LENGTH OF END WALL TARGETS 8| 0.50m
- e DEPTH TO CENTRE OF END WALL TARGETS C | 0.30m
5 LENGTH OF LANE MARKER CROSS LINE D | 1.00m
4 WIDTH OF RACING LANES E | 250m
2 e DISTANCE FROM END OF LANELINETOENDWALL | F | 2.00m
: e TOUCH PAD G | 2.40m x0.90m x00Im
0 — DIST. FROM CENIRE OF CROSS LINE TO END WALL A [ 15.00m
1G. 4 1G. 5
________________________ =

-
PLAN LANE MARKINGS

4 -
END WALL LANE MARKINGS hG 8 TOUCH PANEL (2.40m x 0.90m x 0.01m)
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E = E 3judges alial dniall 3l (o 1.25 Jsa) jio 0.75 ¢e Jéy
T Go (U8 wilnio gijio 1.0 clitiwl) dnio U5 4o auilallg jphll bing @
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= Secratary .anioll dwlolll aalall (o jio
«aga) wglho go las duulio plllu dhuwlgy dnio J5 (] Jgogll gaoy @
adyholl dollullg danll yylao gi glalll (na clidl ailg)
; 25.00m ; 4io 10 g 4in7.5 4io5 Lol wwjaill jio3 g jiol Cilnio pladiwl gy *
llghyll
DIVING a competitor prepares to execute
a dive from the top board into the diving pool. u_u_h_ﬁ" mhjj m d*h (WL clall G.O.C
i0 3.3 go jio 1 dniol Jnaoll cloll Goc
BOARDS o 94 Ho c gac
Platforms ) 10 jio 3.5 ga jio 3 éniol Jraoll cloll hoc
Length 6m — - #i03.8 ga jio 5 dniol Jhdall cloll Goc
’; | jio 4.5 ga jio 7.5 dnial Undoll cloll goc o
Spring board

4io 5 ga jio 10 anial Jnaall cloll Goc

JUDGING AND
SCORING
Judges score each
dive out 10 with points
awarded for the degree
of difficulty
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Abu Dhabi Sports Council

P.0. Box 127722, Abu Dhabi

United Arab Emirates

©® @Abudhabisc
@ AbuDhabisC

T: +971 2 4088999
F: +971 2 6818883

www.adsc.ae
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